19981218.ba v02_n342.bam.981218 


>From ???@??? Sat Dec 19 01:57:41 1998 
Message-Id: <199812181943 .NAAQ2179@sco.theporch. com> 


Date: 


Fri, 18 Dec 1998 13:42:07 CST 


Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 2342 


BOATANCHORS Digest 2342 


Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) 
2) 
3) 
4) 
5) 
6) 
7) 
8) 
9) 

10) 

11) 

12) 

13) 

14) 

15) 

16) 

17) 

18) 


19) 


Re: Oh, yes, grounding again 

by "Mike B. Feher" <n4fs@monmouth. com> 

Re: Oh, yes, grounding again 

by Bill Hawkins <bill@iaxs.net> 

Re: Oh, yes, grounding again 

by Norm Flasch <flasch@cushy.ece.nwu.edu> 

Re: Oh, yes, grounding again 

by Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin. aurora. edu> 

Re: Oh, yes, grounding again 

by Norm Flasch <flasch@cushy.ece.nwu.edu> 

90800 Coils 

by Don <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Christmas Spirit "Rigs For Postage" 

by ARONGV@aol.com 

S-38 

by Dave Jordan <wa3gin@erols.com> 

Help with Adventurer 

by Joe Eide <jeide@execpc.com> 

FS: HQ-170A 

by "Gary F. Franklin" <franklin@net-link.net> 

Re: Oh, yes, grounding again 

by Jim Roik <jnroik@escape.ca> 

Re: Grounding again ( My perinnial grounding rant... ) 
by Tom Norris <badger@telalink.net> 

Shack cleaning 

by "JOSE V. GAVILA (EB5AGV/EC5AAU)" <eb5agv@ctv.es> 
Courtesy, orange crates and Truman 

by "Herbert M. Rosenthal" <herbrose@lobo.net> 
Gonset Knob 

by "McIntosh, Stanley A. (Stan)" <mcintos@basf-corp.com> 
C connectors 

by "A. B. Bonds" <ab@vuse.vanderbilt.edu> 
ADMINISTRIVIA: Changing Email Addresses 

by listown@jackatak.theporch.com (Mail List Owner) 
Gonset Knob 

by "McIntosh, Stanley A. (Stan)" <mcintos@basf-corp.com> 
Re: Oh, yes, grounding again 


by "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 


Message-ID: <001401be29e£$513c9540$8c1bbfd1@n4fs> 
From: "Mike B. Feher" <n4fs@monmouth.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 
Subject: Re: Oh, yes, grounding again 
Date: Thu, 17 Dec 1998 10:58:28 -0800 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; 

charset="iso-8859-1" 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Besides Polyphaser there is a real neat little book by Joslyn, that puts 
things in statistical perspective. For example they talk about the 
vulnerability area, and it is defined as a function 3 times the height of 
the structure to be protected. This was mostly arrived at empirically. Still 
a good rule of thumb. So, if your tower is 100 feet, then IF lightning were 
to strike within a 300 foot distance from your tower, the chances are good 
that it will hit it. Just remember the stuff we have at home is not too 
likely to divert all of that unleashed energy once it is on its way. You do 
not ground your antenna to protect yourself from a direct hit. You do it to 
protect yourself from the nearby hits that can induce a very high and 
detrimental voltage to your radio. Obviously however in case of a direct 
hit, having your antenna grounded will only fry your antenna. Remember 
di/dt? With "i" being very large and "t" being very small a lot of voltage, 
and damage, can be induced onto nearby conductors. Happy Holidays & 73 - 
Mike 


Mike B. Feher, N4FS 
89 Arnold Blvd. 
Howell, NJ, 07731 
732-901-9193 


Date: Thu, 17 Dec 1998 10:27:32 -0@600 (CST) 

From: Bill Hawkins <bill@iaxs.net> 

Message-Id: <199812171627 .KAA11547@citrus.iaxs.net> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Re: Oh, yes, grounding again 


Mike's right, but this is from a different perspective. I used to work in 

a blasting cap plant 35 years ago. All the buildings had lightning rods 
with heavy wire and good grounds that were checked every summer. If they'd 
known about the tower effect, they could have put up grounded towers so 
that the "cone of protection" with a ground radius of three time the height 
included the buildings (except that the buildings were spread out so that 


an explosion in one wouldn't propagate to the others). 


You get a cone of protection from nearby trees. If you stick a mast above 
the cone, it can be hit whether it is grounded or not. It doesn't "attract" 
lightning by being grounded, it does it just by being high. If you do 
ground it (well), damage will be reduced in the event of a direct hit and 
eliminated for a nearby hit. 


Lightning is a very dynamic event. You can hear the RF it generates a long 
way away :-). Imagine the sudden appearance of a megawatt (gigawatt?) 
transmitter next to your home and you'll have the idea. So the ground has 
to be a very good RF ground (no reactance to speak of) to control the 
effects of a nearby strike, let alone a direct hit. 


Even if you get all that right, there's the occasional ball lightning that 
goes where it wants to. 


Regards, 
Bill Hawkins 


From: Norm Flasch <flasch@cushy.ece.nwu.edu> 
Message-Id: <199812171745.LAA17885@cushy.ece.nwu.edu> 
Subject: Re: Oh, yes, grounding again 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Date: Thu, 17 Dec 1998 11:45:16 -0600 (CST) 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I have always been a bit leary of directly grounding my antenna when not in 
use -- seems to me to be just asking for trouble by poking a nicely 
grounded spire into the ethereal regions... (shades of Ben Franklin). 


VVV VV 


We recently had a TV antenna mounted on our house. I ran the internal 
wiring, but never got up that chimney to install the antenna. So, Judy 
had it done :-) Anyway, the installer and I discussed antenna grounding. 
He said that one of the antenna makers had run a test on TV antenna 
grounding in Colorado. They concluded that grounded antennas had a 

30 times greater chance of getting struck by lightning than non grounded 
ones. Also, we have a white pine that must be 70' tall about 30' from 
the house. The antenna height is about 35'. He strongly recomended 
that we not ground the antenna. I agreed. 


Norm Flasch Electronic Specialist ECE dept 


Northwestern University Evanston, Illinois 
flasch@ece.nwu.edu 847-467-4387 


Date: Thu, 17 Dec 1998 11:52:58 -0600 (CST) 
From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin.aurora.edu> 


To: 


Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: Oh, yes, grounding again 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.96.981217115200 .20176B-100000@admin. aurora. edu> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


On Thu, 17 Dec 1998, Norm Flasch wrote: 


> 
> 
> 
> 


He said that one of the antenna makers had run a test on TV antenna 
grounding in Colorado. They concluded that grounded antennas had a 

30 times greater chance of getting struck by lightning than non grounded 
ones. 


Don't think that argument will fly with your insurance agent. 


"Nostalgia is a thing of the past" 
E-mail broehrig@admin.aurora.edu 73 de Bob, K9EUI 
CIS: Data / Telecom Aurora University, Aurora, IL 
630-844-4898 Fax 630-844-5530 


From: Norm Flasch <flasch@cushy.ece.nwu.edu> 
Message-Id: <199812172008 .O0AA18007@cushy.ece.nwu.edu> 
Subject: Re: Oh, yes, grounding again 


To: 


Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


Date: Thu, 17 Dec 1998 14:08:17 -0600 (CST) 
Cc: boatanchors@sco.theporch.com (ba) 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


VV VV VV VV VV 


On Thu, 17 Dec 1998, Norm Flasch wrote: 

> He said that one of the antenna makers had run a test on TV antenna 

> grounding in Colorado. They concluded that grounded antennas had a 

> 30 times greater chance of getting struck by lightning than non grounded 
> ones. 


Don't think that argument will fly with your insurance agent. 


"Nostalgia is a thing of the past" 


E-mail broehrig@admin.aurora.edu 73 de Bob, K9EUI 
CIS: Data / Telecom Aurora University, Aurora, IL 
630-844-4898 Fax 630-844-5530 


VVVV WV 


I don't know. Look around at the TV antennas in your neighborhood. 
How many are grounded? If it were code this service should have known 
about it since it is their business. 


Norm Flasch Electronic Specialist ECE dept 
Northwestern University Evanston, Illinois 
flasch@ece.nwu.edu 847-467-4387 


Date: Thu, 17 Dec 1998 17:16:01 -0500 

From: Don <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: 90800 Coils 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Message-ID: <199812171719_MC2-63F8-AB94@compuserve. com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Disposition: inline 


I expect Charles has heard this from others directly, but it can't hurt to 
post it here. The Millen transmitters, VFOs and amplifier all started life 


as construction projects in ARRL Handbooks or in QST. The 90800 in 


particular was in the handbook from about 1947 through 1951. Complete coil 
data is provided. The 500W HF amplifier was also in the handbook, though I 


forget what years and the VFO was from a QST article that was a cover 
story. 


So, long before there was Unix, James Millen was selling products with 
source code readily available. 


73, Don 


From: ARONGV@aol.com 

Message-ID: <3616bce5.36799a81@aol . com> 

Date: Thu, 17 Dec 1998 18:57:53 EST 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 

Subject: Christmas Spirit "Rigs For Postage" 
Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


THE FOLLOWING IS FOR HAMS LIVING IN THE ZERO CALL DISTRICT ONLY WHO ARE LIST 
MEMBERS OF BOATANCHORS@THEPORCH. COM 


It's that time again to help bring some interesting BA equipment back to life. 
Here are the rules: 


1. This list is for hams living in the Zero Call District ONLY. This keeps the 
winner's shipping cost to a minimum. 

2. When you submit your request, please don't carry forward this message. I 
know what I'm offering. 

3. Submit a request for ONE ITEM only. Use the Subject heading: Christmas 
Spirit. The first one to ask for an item gets it. Want it, take it. Don't 
really want to restore it, don't enter. 

4. Submissions are made via email DIRECT to me at arongv@aol.com. DO NOT 
RESPOND THROUGH THIS LIST. 

5. STARTS at 4 PM Central (1600 Kansas City time) Sunday, December 20. Any 
entry before the start time will be deleted. 

6. ENDING time will be 8 PM Central (2000 Kansas City time) December 20, so 
it's a four-hour window only. 

7. You must be willing to pay shipping. The equipment is free to those who 
like winter BA projects. 

8. I will respond only to the winners, and it will be direct, NOT TO THE LIST. 
Sorry, my experience on Christmas Spirit projects is heavy volume, and if it's 
high, I can't respond to everyone. I wanna celebrate the season, not be stuck 
at my computer. 

9. If shipping costs aren't received within two weeks, the item you could have 
received will be given away locally. 

10. In the Spirit of Christmas, these rigs are available for projects, not to 
be traded off or sold before they are restored. Just bring ‘em back alive! 


What's Available In The Zero District 
(None Are Junkers!) 

1. A really nice looking SBE 34 HF transceiver. A definite 9. Appears to be 
complete but not working and not smoking. With Manual. 
2. Gonset G-76 HF transceiver with PS & manual. Working poorly, but complete. 
A 7 cosmetically. 
3. Hallicrafters SX-99. Someone took the selectivity switch out and installed 
a mechanical filter. Easy mod reversal. Working. Needs inside cleaning and 
alignment. Complete. May have manual. It's a 7+. 
4. MonKey 1940s (?) electronic keyer. Working sort-of, needs caps to correct 
speed control. Complete. Looks pretty decent. May have schematic. 
5. Swan, either 350 or 500. I'll see which one is best. Complete with PS and 
manual. Definitely needs work. Does include good finals. Decent looking rig. 


My hope is that this project format will be picked up by other call districts. 
BUT JACK WILL TURN INTO THE GRINCH IF YOU TRY TO RUN YOUR CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
GIVEAWAY USING THIS LIST FOR ENTRIES AND ANSWERS OR TO LIST THE WINNERS. 


May your days be merry and bright, and may all your filaments light! 


73s Ron Merrell WOOIZ 
10701 W. 54th Street 
Shawnee, Kansas 66203 


Message-ID: <3679B5FD.46E2A64C@erols.com> 
Date: Thu, 17 Dec 1998 20:55:09 -0500 

From: Dave Jordan <wa3gin@erols.com> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: S-38 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


HI Folks, 


I'm looking for a S-38 for a XMAS present for an old ham friend. 
Responders please email directly. Unit must be clean and in good work 
condition. 


thanks, 
dave 


Date: Thu, 17 Dec 1998 21:34:11 -0600 

From: Joe Eide <jeide@execpc.com> 

Subject: Help with Adventurer 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Message-id: <3679CD33.A384F6BC@execpc.com> 
MIME-version: 1.0 

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit 


Just got my first Adventurer but need some parts. Anyone have an 
original meter w/ metal bezel and/or the 2 original knobs with the metal 
skirts? Thanks .. Joe - KBIR 


Message-ID: <3679BF6F.57F1@net-link.net> 

Date: Thu, 17 Dec 1998 22:35:27 -0400 

From: "Gary F. Franklin" <franklin@net-link.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: FS: HQ-170A 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 


Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


I have for sale an excellent HQ-170A w/clock. Works great,excellent 
cosmetic condition, all original. Price $225. Buyer to include $30 for 
packaging and shipping. You can see this receiver at the following URL: 


http: //www.pixhost.com/pixk/k8bkb/hq170ak. jpg 


Gary K8BKB 
franklin@net-link.net 


Message-Id: <3.0.1.32.19981217214433 .006f8000@mail .escape.ca> 
Date: Thu, 17 Dec 1998 21:44:33 -0600 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: Jim Roik <jnroik@escape.ca> 

Subject: Re: Oh, yes, grounding again 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


>I have always been a bit leary of directly grounding my antenna when not in 
>use -- seems to me to be just asking for trouble by poking a nicely 
>grounded spire into the ethereal regions... (shades of Ben Franklin). 
Surprisingly the concrete base that most towers sits in is a relatively 
good for grounding. The grounding from the tower to a ground rod gives a 
lower impedance path for the energy to flow. If the antenna is at DC 
ground, aS many are, and you give the stroke a low impedance path by 
bonding the tower sections together and using a good ground, you have 
achieved the first step of keeping it away from your rigs. The second line 
of defence is grounding your coax in the shack. This gives another path for 
the stroke if the first one doesn't work, and will also keep the static off 
the end of your coax. I have seen static electricity jump across an 
ungrounded coax connector during a storm. 


There is another school of thought about grounding coax in the shack. This 
one believes that you don't want to bring the energy down the coax, because 
where you have a sharp bend, such as by the eaves of your house, the field 
can become so intense that it will break down the insulation of the coax 
and jump to the house. 


> 

>Stoopid Question for the Great Four-Eyed One: Why would such a grounded 
>antenna not invite more lightening strikes by simply presenting a nice low 
>impedance path to earth -- I should think that lightening would be 
>'attracted' to the thing rather than wandering over to my neighbors roof?? 


This statement will probably draw a lot of reaction, but here goes anyway. 


The theory of a lightning mast is that any stroke of lightning that will 
hit in the cone from the top of the mast to the ground having a radius 
equal to the height of the mast, will go to the mast. If the stroke was 
going to hit outside that cone it still will. That is why a house can be 
hit by lightning even though there is a tower right next to it. My 
experience though is that lightning has a mind of its own, and while you 
can do some things to help, it still will do what it wants. The theory is 
probably correct, but there are many examples of lightning not knowing the 
theory and doing something different. 


Bottom line, ground your tower well, bond the sections together not relying 
on the bolts, disconnect the coax from you rigs, and probably ground the coax. 


By the way don't forget your rotator cable. There have been cases where the 
energy came down the rotator cable, into the house wiring and burnt up the 
equipment that way. So unplugging your equipment is good too. 


> 

>>(Okay, I admit, the overall tone can be taken as snotty and 
>>condescending. 

><snip> 

> 


>Nahhh -- I always enjoy your well-thought out and interesting posts Bobbi. 
> 

>Regards -- and Best Wishes for the Christmas Season to all. 

> 

> 

>Jack, WOYJ (Friend to all things Hammarlund) 


VV VV V 


>Jack Harper BSI2000, Inc. 
>303-231-9095 Lakewood, Colorado USA 
> 

> "Optical Cards... A Spectrum of Solutions" 

> Optical Cards for Bank, EBT, and Medical Applications 

>Visit our Web Page: http://www.bsi2000.com (Last Update: 980421) 


Message-Id: <3.0.5.32.19981218064302 .00ae3100@mail1.telalink.net> 
Date: Fri, 18 Dec 1998 06:43:02 -0600 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 


From: Tom Norris <badger@telalink.net> 

Subject: Re: Grounding again ( My perinnial grounding rant... ) 
Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


At 09:44 PM 12/17/1998 -0600, jnroik wrote: 
>Surprisingly the concrete base that most towers sits in is a relatively 
>good for grounding. The grounding from the tower to a ground rod gives a 


( grounding rant mode on ) 


Another point to remember here is to bond all grounds AT A COMMON POINT. 
This insures that all grounds rise and fall with any voltage surge ALL AT 
THE SAME approximate level. This prevents any major potentials of difference 
between any two ground systems. Keep the grounds seperate inside, 

such as AC, RF and safety ground, but be sure to bond them together 

at a common ground point outside. 


A ferinstance that occured to me at a broadcast site same time back : 


Lightning struck the tower, which was grounded, but not as well as the AC 
ground and telephone ground on opposite sides of the building. Needless 

to say, the day came when a direct hit got the tower. It found its path of 
least resistance through ALL THE WIRING IN THE BUILDING. It blew 

conduit from the wall, it melted romex, it totally disintegrated the phone 
demark block. Apparently at the time this building was built in the late 
70's, good grounding was not a matter of practice. After having the a 
contractor come and and rewire the building, after helping replace the 

6 month old Continental 50Kw FM transmitter, after helping replace 

the section of the roof that caught fire over one run of large melted romex, 
I redid the grounding. I buried a ground rig of #4 copper around the building 
with radials extending at all corners.I used cadweld or brazing on all joints. 
I did likewise around the tower. I tied the two grounds together, as well as 
bonded the AC and telephone grounds to this system at a common point. 

I installed a nice large Jocylin protector on the input, and grounding 

kits on 

all coaxes entering the building. I put Polyphaser protectors on the phone 
lines 

and control cables, and a lightning strike counter on the AC and on the tower 
to keep track of any future hits. The counters have registered a dozen of 

so hits to the tower ( or near the tower ) and several on the AC service. 
There have been no problems since. 


The following deserves special mention: NO NOT SOLDER THE CONNECTIONS 

in your main ground system. Near and direct hits will vaporize the solder in 
an instant while continuing on their merry little way ravaging your 
now-compromised 


grounding. Mechanical connections such as clamps will corrode and loosten over 
time and exposure. Brazing or Cad-Welding ( exothermic welding ) is the best 
way to make connections, and they will last longer than other connections 

in an outdoor or buried system. Cad-Weld is available through most of your 
larger electrical contractor supply houses, and one of its easiest forms is 
a "One Shot" which is a single use weld, self contained, for bonding to 
standard 

ground rods. It is available in several configurations for different wire 
sizes and 

numbers of wires to bond. Basically it just slips over the top of your 
already driven 

ground rod, you insert the ground wire or wires into holes in the side of 
the die, 

light it ( per instructions ) and *FLASHZZT*x instant weld. Knock the 

ceramic die 

off with a hammer when cool and you have a nice clean bond. ( it uses a 
powdered 

metal mixture, similar to Thermite to make the weld. Neat to watch, fun to 
do. ) 


At my agency's repeater sites, all are grounded in this manner. All the 
repeaters 

and bases have Polyphaser surge blocks on the coax. All phone lines and 
control 

cables are protected in the same manner. We have had sites survive direct hits 
with only the surge suppressing gear blowing up, rather than the multithousand 
dollar repeaters. In shared buildings where the other folks think of ground 

as a 

"lightning magnet" and refuse to be connected to our system, they keep 


having to 

replace their equipment, even when in high hit areas where ours - sometimes 
right 

beside theirs -- continues to work. 


So, grounding is good, if done correctly. Even if some folks dont agree. 

I would suggest that folks interested in the subject order the Polyphaser 
book on grounding. It contains good info, and example of effective grounding 
techniques. Most is just common sense. 


No, I dont work for Polyphaser, but I believe in their claims because their 
surge suppressors 

and lightning arrestors DO indeed work. There are others that are effective 
as well, such 

as TransiTrap for RF, and Jocylin, TrippLite, and GE for AC service 
entrances. GE makes 

a wonderful gas-discharge (fast-clamping) surge suppressor that mounts 
right at the breaker 

box via a knockout. 


Rant mode off. 
73 and happy grounding! ( oh, and happy holidays too!!! ) 


Tom KA4RKT 


Message-Id: <3.0.1.32.19981218145139 .006b9e50@192 .168.0.1> 
Date: Fri, 18 Dec 1998 14:51:39 +0100 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

From: "JOSE V. GAVILA (EB5AGV/EC5AAU)" <eb5agv@ctv.es> 
Subject: Shack cleaning 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Hello BA gang! 


I am doing my 'pre-holidays' shack cleaning and have found some extra 
manual _photocopies_ (good quality job) which are left overs from previous 
"Please, could you copy it?. I'll send the money ASAP" and payment (most 
times just postage!) never received... 


So here you have the list of available documents and prices (shipped by air 
mail from Spain): 


-Collins 312B-4/5 ($5) 

-EF Johnson 6N2 converter ($5) 

-Heathkit C-3 ($5) 

-Heathkit QF-1 ($5) 

-Heathkit GD-125 ($5) 

-HP-400 D/H/L ($10) 

-Field and Depot Maintenance Manual, Test Sets, Electron Tube TV-7/U, 
TV-7A/U, TV-7B/U, and TV-7D/U Department of the Army, 
T 11-6625-274-35, 30 June 1960 ($12) 


Hope these copies will help somebody with his winter projects! 


Best regards and Merry Christmas! 


73 EB5SAGV / ECSAAU 
JOSE V. GAVILA 
Ausias March 46, 15 
46910 Benetusser - VALENCIA 
SPAIN 


xx VISIT MY VINTAGE RADIO SITE - updated 14-December-1998 xxx 
http://www. geocities.com/SiliconValley/6992/ 
e-mail: eb5agv@ctv.es & eb5agv@amsat.org 


Message-ID: <367A6DFA.2DFE@lobo.net> 

Date: Fri, 18 Dec 1998 08:00:24 -0700 

From: "Herbert M. Rosenthal" <herbrose@lobo.net> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: Courtesy, orange crates and Truman 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii 
Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit 


Fellow BAers, 


I've received maybe a dozen strong and favorable responses to my comment 
on acknowledging a reply when one asks, "who has a ...", and how many 
never reply either way. Thanks for your mail, backing my belief that one 
should respond, either with a yes or a no. 


One person asked me about the oil-cooled 6L6 rig on 3742 KHz..I answered 
him, in part: 


'The rig was built in an orange crate.. you found them behind the 
grocery store. REAL WOOD.. we made many things with them.. scooters, 
inner-tube guns, etc. My power supplies were on the bottom shelf, the 
rig in the middle, and my BC312 on top.. gone are the days.. I guess 
Truman was President..last good one we've had since then'. 


Orange crates..and cigar boxes, too. I probably built my first five 
receivers in/on cigar boxes.. bend the cover back until the paper hinge 
split, and you had a perfect chassis and panel.. bless Popular 
Mechanics..a new radio construction article every month. 


How many of you built a tube radio in a cigar box?. Couldn't see the 
filaments of the 30s, 1T4s, 3A5s glow very brightly, but they worked 
just fine. 


Happy Holidays to all, 
Herb Rosenthal W5AN 


Message-Id: <199812181703.LAA25481@sco.theporch. com> 

From: "McIntosh, Stanley A. (Stan)" <mcintos@basf-corp.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Gonset Knob 


Date: Fri, 18 Dec 1998 11:48:00 -0500 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Any of the Gonset restorers out there hunting a gray, 1.5" or so diameter 
knob with "Gonset" in a diamond in the knob? This was on a hamfest roller 
inductor, and I'm thinking of putting the inductor (with a different knob) 
into a transmatch. 


sam 
kd4bth 
mcintos@basf.com 


Message-Id: <3.0.1.32.19981218110255.00a85350@vuse. vanderbilt.edu> 
Date: Fri, 18 Dec 1998 11:02:55 -0600 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch. com> 

From: "A. B. Bonds" <ab@vuse. vanderbilt .edu> 

Subject: C connectors 

Mime-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


Over the holidays I will be hitting a place that (at least last year) has C 
connectors (cable type). These are brand new, shiny, sealed in the bag and 
fit into the single antenna connector on R390s and R390As. I am guessing 
they will run about $7 each shipped CONUS by the time all is said and done. 
If you are interested, let me know, so I know how many to get. There will 
be a limited quantity (if any at all...) 


73 A. B. Bonds 


Message-Id: <199812181715.LAA13334@jackatak.theporch. com> 
From: listown@jackatak.theporch.com (Mail List Owner) 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: ADMINISTRIVIA: Changing Email Addresses 

Date: Fri, 18 Dec 98 11:15:01 CST 


Gang- 


This periodic post is intended to help subscribers whose email 
address has changed, preventing posting or receipt of the list. 


If you change ISP (IntexNet Service Provider), simply send me an 
email advising the change, and I will do my best to implement the 


change quickly. 


For those unfortunates, whose ISP has made a change without advising 


their customers of the potential impact of that change on 
subscribers to email lists like the boatanchors, where one must 
be a subscriber to post to the list, try to follow along... 


Under some circumstances, the changes to your email address are 
"transparent" to you, but prevent posting. I get error notification 
for these kinds of problems, and I try to work them out. However, 

I may miss one, and on this end, the process is anything BUT 
automatic. 


You have a bigger stick than I do. You and your ISP have the primary 
responsibility to repair the problems caused by the change at the 
ISP. I have zero leverage with your ISP, and you have great leverage. 


Most ISP maintain a customer service department to help with problems 
like these. This should be your first line of support for email 
problems. I am happy to assist and consult, but try to understand 

that when your ISP makes a change to their email handler, and that 
change prevents you from posting to the boatanchors list, I can help, 
but resolving this problem is your responsibility, working with your 
ISP. I am but a volunteer, contributing my time to administer the list. 


Thank you for your attention. 


73 
Jack, W4KH/Mobile - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - - 
listown@jackatak.theporch.com - "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose" 


"Il n'y a que les idiots qui ne changent jamais d'idee" 
Fri Dec 18 11:15:00 CST 1998 


Message-Id: <199812181910.NAA28238@sco.theporch. com> 

From: "McIntosh, Stanley A. (Stan)" <mcintos@basf-corp.com> 
To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Gonset Knob 

Date: Fri, 18 Dec 1998 14:09:00 -0500 

MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


The Gonset knob has been spoken for. Sorry for the bandwidth, but I just 
wanted to let any other Gonset people know. 


sam 
kd4bth 


Date: Fri, 18 Dec 1998 14:42:16 -0500 (EST) 
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 


To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: Oh, yes, grounding again 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.96.981218140131 .28460A-100000@indy2> 
MIME-Version: 1.0 

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII 


Hi! 


On Thu, 17 Dec 1998, Jack Harper wrote: 

I have always been a bit leary of directly grounding my antenna when not in 
use -- seems to me to be just asking for trouble by poking a nicely 
grounded spire into the ethereal regions... (shades of Ben Franklin). 


> 
> 
> 
> 
> Stoopid Question for the Great Four-Eyed One: Why would such a grounded 
> antenna not invite more lightening strikes by simply presenting a nice low 
> impedance path to earth -- I should think that lightening would be 
> ‘attracted’ to the thing rather than wandering over to my neighbors roof?? 
It's xnot*x a stupid question. Especially considering it contains the 
answer. (And, FWIW, "Great?" I'll have you know I'm below the optimal 
weight for my height! <grin>) 


There is some evidence a grounded, elevated object gets hit by 
lightning slightly more often than an ungrounded, elevated object. There's 
a xlotx of evidence an elevated object of any sort gets hit more often 
than one at ground level. 

And those are the odds Ben Franklin was playing when he invented the 
lightning rod. Rather than allow the hit to travel down through the house 
or barn, blowing stuff to flinders and starting fires along the way, he 
gave it a good clean path. 

It's the same odds one plays with a ham antenna. *Anyx antenna (save a 
ground-hugging horizontal loop, and maybe even it) is going to eventually 
take a hit, or have a nice bit of juice induced in it by a nearby strike. 
You can either give it someplace to go or let it find its own way--and it 
will find the shortest path, count on it. 


Lightning hits are, for most of us, low-probability events. The 
*xdifferencex in probability for grounded vs. "ungrounded" antennas (and 
how not-grounded are they really?) is so small as to hardly count. Can 
you xstopx a lightning hit? Nope. There are tricks suitable for tall 
towers that tend to drain off "leaders" but even that's not 100% and the 
cost is way high.* The only thing you can exert much control over is where 
the bulk of the energy will go--through your radios or directly to the 
ground rod. I know which of those choices I prefer! 


73, 


* One version is "static cats," a series of large (6" X 48")sections of 
metal covered with very, very sharp, knitting-needle sized spikes. You 
put four of ‘em in a square at the top of the tower and add more at 
approx. log intervals down the tower. My understanding is that it allows 
the tower to more effectively "short out the clouds," reducing the 
formation of difference in potential that creates the leader for a 
lightning hit--this trades off the big jolt for a small, long-term 
"lightning leakage" current. It's costly, adds to wind-loading, and is 
not very well suited to typical ham antenna installations--and to work 
right, it calls for a very good ground system. 


End o£ BOATANCHORS Digest 2342 
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